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God sends the prophet to deliver a message. To what extent does the prophet feel “at home” 
in delivering that message? To what extent does the prophet feel that he/she is simply 
fulfilling God’s command? Join us in exploring three prophets and their missions.

Often we portray the prophets as passive individuals, mere tools for the transmission of 
prophetic messages between God and His people. In this session, we will ask: To what 
extend did prophets feel “at home” as transmitters? To what extent did they reconcile 
themselves to being sent to confront the people around them? 

←



We will examine different instances in which the prophetic literature reveals the prophet’s inner world, 
the feelings and experiences prophets had when facing—and, at times, confronting—God. How did they 
cope when forced to perform unendurable actions, such as eating the very minimum for many months 
(Ezekiel) or walking in public without clothes for three years (Isaiah)? How did they respond when 
forced to prophesy, when a divine hand took the prophets by the hair of their heads (בציציות ראשם; 
Ezek. 8:3) and forced them into their prophetic missions?

The sources below relate to three case studies: Moses, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel. In each case, I suggest 
that readers give thought to or discuss the following: 

 → To what extent is the prophet’s individual personality expressed? 

 → To what extent does the prophet identify with the prophetic messages he conveys to the 
people in God’s name? 

 → What feelings does the prophet express through his experience and through his discourse 
with God? 

 → In sum, where and when does each prophet feel at home?

 →  Note: the answers are not uniform; different verses will illuminate distinct trends

moses 

	  ← 

וַיְַדּבֵר ה' ֶאל מֶֹׁשה לֶךְ ֵרד ּכִי ִׁשֵחת ַעְּמךָ ֲאֶׁשר ֶהֱעלֵיָת ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמצְָריִם׃ ָסרּו ַמֵהר ִמן־ַהֶּדֶרךְ ֲאֶׁשר צִּוִיִתם עָׂשּו לֶָהם ֵעגֶל 
ַמֵּסכָה וַּיְִׁשַּתֲחוּו־לֹו וַּיִזְּבְחּו־לֹו וַּיֹאְמרּו ֵאּלֶה ֱאלֶֹהיךָ יְִׂשָרֵאל ֲאֶׁשר ֶהֱעלּוךָ ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמצְָריִם׃ וַּיֹאֶמר ה' ֶאל־מֶֹׁשה ָרִאיִתי ֶאת־ָהָעם 

ַהּזֶה וְִהּנֵה ַעם־ְקֵׁשה־עֶֹרף הּוא׃ וְַעָּתה ַהּנִיָחה ּלִי וְיִַחר־ַאִּפי בֶָהם וֲַאכַּלֵם וְֶאעֱֶׂשה אֹוְתךָ לְגֹוי ּגָדֹול׃ וַיְַחל מֶֹׁשה ֶאת־ְּפנֵי ה' 
ֱאלָֹהיו וַּיֹאֶמר לָָמה יְהוָה יֱֶחֶרה ַאְּפךָ ּבְַעֶּמךָ ֲאֶׁשר הֹוצֵאָת ֵמֶאֶרץ ִמצְַריִם ּבְכַֹח ּגָדֹול ּובְיָד ֲחזָָקה׃ לָָּמה יֹאְמרּו ִמצְַריִם לֵאמֹר 
ּבְָרָעה הֹוצִיָאם לֲַהרֹג אָֹתם ּבֶָהִרים ּולְכַּלָֹתם ֵמַעל ְּפנֵי ָהֲאָדָמה ׁשּוב ֵמֲחרֹון ַאֶּפךָ וְִהּנֵָחם ַעל־ָהָרָעה לְַעֶּמךָ׃ זְכֹר לְַאבְָרָהם 

לְיִצְָחק ּולְיְִׂשָרֵאל ֲעבֶָדיךָ ֲאֶׁשר נְִׁשּבְַעָּת לֶָהם ּבָךְ וְַּתַדּבֵר ֲאלֵֶהם ַאְרּבֶה ֶאת־זְַרעֲכֶם ּכְכֹוכְבֵי ַהָּׁשָמיִם וְכָל־ָהָאֶרץ ַהּזֹאת ֲאֶׁשר 
ָאַמְרִּתי ֶאֵּתן לְזְַרעֲכֶם וְנֲָחלּו לְעֹלָם׃ וַּיִּנֶָחם ה' ַעל־ָהָרָעה ֲאֶׁשר ִּדּבֶר לַעֲׂשֹות לְַעּמֹו׃ 

(שמות לב, 7-14).

 The LORD spoke to Moses, “Hurry down, for your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt, 
have acted basely. They have been quick to turn aside from the way that I enjoined upon them. They 
have made themselves a molten calf and bowed low to it and sacrificed to it, saying: ‘This is your god, 
O Israel, who brought you out of the land of Egypt!’” The LORD further said to Moses, “I see that this 



is a stiffnecked people. Now, let Me be, that My anger may blaze forth against them and that I may 
destroy them, and make of you a great nation.” But Moses implored the LORD his God, saying, “Let 
not Your anger, O Lord, blaze forth against Your people, whom You delivered from the land of Egypt 
with great power and with a mighty hand.  Let not the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that 
He delivered them, only to kill them off in the mountains and annihilate them from the face of the 
earth.’ Turn from Your blazing anger, and renounce the plan to punish Your people. Remember Your 
servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, how You swore to them by Your Self and said to them: I will make 
your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven, and I will give to your offspring this whole land of 
which I spoke, to possess forever.” And the LORD renounced the punishment He had planned to bring 
upon His people.

And here is the sages' perspective:

	  ← 

״וְַעָּתה ַהּנִיָחה ּלִי וְיִַחר ַאִּפי בֶָהם וֲַאכַּלֵם וְֶאעֱֶׂשה אֹוְתךָ לְגֹוי ּגָדֹול וְגֹו׳״. ָאַמר ַרּבִי ֲאבָהּו: ִאלְָמלֵא ִמְקָרא ּכָתּוב, ִאי ֶאְפָׁשר 
לְאֹוְמרֹו. ְמלֵַּמד ֶׁשְּתָפסֹו מֶֹׁשה לְַהָּקדֹוׁש ּבָרּוךְ הּוא, ּכְָאָדם ֶׁשהּוא ּתֹוֵפס ֶאת ֲחבֵירֹו ּבְבִגְדֹו, וְָאַמר לְָפנָיו: ִרּבֹונֹו ֶׁשל עֹולָם, ֵאין 

ֲאנִי ַמּנִיֲחךָ ַעד ֶׁשִּתְמחֹול וְִתְסלַח לֶָהם." 

(ברכות ל"ב, ע"א)

In an additional aspect of the sin of the Golden Calf, God told Moses: “Now leave Me be, that My wrath 
will be enraged against them and I will consume them; and I will make of you a great nation” (Exodus 
32:10). Explaining this verse, Rabbi Abbahu said: Were the verse not written in this manner, it would 
be impossible to utter it, in deference to God. The phrase: Leave Me be, teaches that Moses grabbed 
the Holy One, Blessed be He, as a person who grabs his friend by his garment would, and he said 
before Him: Master of the Universe, I will not leave You be until You forgive and pardon them.

	  ← 

וַיְִהי ָהָעם ּכְִמְתאֹנְנִים ַרע ּבְָאזְנֵי ה' וַּיְִׁשַמע יְהוָה וַּיִַחר ַאּפֹו וִַּתבְַער־ּבָם ֵאׁש יְהוָה וַּתֹאכַל ּבְִקצֵה ַהַּמֲחנֶה׃ וַּיִצְעַק ָהָעם ֶאל־
מֶֹׁשה וַּיְִתַּפּלֵל מֶֹׁשה ֶאל ה' וִַּתְׁשַקע ָהֵאׁש׃ (במדבר יא, 1-2).

The people took to complaining bitterly before the LORD. The LORD heard and was incensed: a fire of 
the LORD broke out against them, ravaging the outskirts of the camp. The people cried out to Moses. 
Moses prayed to the LORD, and the fire died down.



	  ← 

על מרים: וַּיִצְעַק מֶֹׁשה ֶאל ה' לֵאמֹר ֵאל נָא ְרָפא נָא לָּה׃ 

(במדבר יב, 13)

So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, “O God, pray heal her!”

	  ← 

ֹן ּבֵָעת ַהִהוא: (דברים ט, 20) ֹן ִהְתַאּנַף ה' ְמאֹד לְַהְׁשִמידֹו וֶָאְתַּפּלֵל ּגַם־ּבְַעד ַאֲהר על אהרון:  ּובְַאֲהר

Moreover, the LORD was angry enough with Aaron to have destroyed him; so I also interceded for 
Aaron at that time.

For more on this subject, see Numbers 14; Deuteronomy 9:25–29.

Jeremiah

	  ← 

ַאָּתה יַָדְעָּת ה' זָכְֵרנִי ּוָפְקֵדנִי וְִהּנֶָקם לִי ֵמרְֹדַפי ַאל־לְֶאֶרךְ ַאְּפךָ ִּתָּקֵחנִי ַּדע ְׂשֵאִתי ָעלֶיךָ ֶחְרָּפה׃ נְִמצְאּו ְדבֶָריךָ וָאֹכְלֵם וַיְִהי 
דבריך ]ְדבְָרךָ[ לִי לְָׂשׂשֹון ּולְִׂשְמַחת לְבָבִי ּכִי־נְִקָרא ִׁשְמךָ ָעלַי ה'  ֱאלֵֹהי צְבָאֹות׃ לֹא־יַָׁשבְִּתי בְסֹוד־ְמַׂשֲחִקים וֶָאְעלֹז ִמְּפנֵי יְָדךָ 

ּבָָדד יַָׁשבְִּתי ּכִי־זַַעם ִמּלֵאָתנִי׃ לָָּמה ָהיָה כְֵאבִי נֶצַח ּוַמּכִָתי ֲאנּוָׁשה ֵמֲאנָה ֵהָרֵפא ָהיֹו ִתְהיֶה לִי ּכְמֹו ַאכְזָב ַמיִם לֹא נֱֶאָמנּו׃ 

(ירמיהו טו, 15-17)

O LORD, you know—Remember me and take thought of me, Avenge me on those who persecute 
me; Do not yield to Your patience, Do not let me perish! Consider how I have borne insult On Your 
account. When Your words were offered, I devoured them; Your word brought me the delight and joy 
Of knowing that Your name is attached to me, O LORD, God of Hosts. I have not sat in the company 
of revelers And made merry! I have sat lonely because of Your hand upon me, For You have filled me 
with gloom. Why must my pain be endless, My wound incurable, Resistant to healing? You have been 
to me like a spring that fails, Like waters that cannot be relied on.



	  ← 

וַּיְִׁשַמע ַּפְׁשחּור ּבֶן־ִאֵּמר ַהּכֵֹהן וְהּוא־ָפִקיד נָגִיד ּבְבֵית ה' ֶאת־יְִרְמיָהּו נִּבָא ֶאת־ַהְּדבִָרים ָהֵאּלֶה׃ וַּיַּכֶה ַפְׁשחּור ֵאת יְִרְמיָהּו 
ַהּנָבִיא וַּיִֵּתן אֹתֹו ַעל־ַהַּמְהֶּפכֶת ֲאֶׁשר ּבְַׁשַער ּבִנְיִָמן ָהֶעלְיֹון ֲאֶׁשר ּבְבֵית ה'׃  וַיְִהי ִמָּמֳחָרת וַּיֹצֵא ַפְׁשחּור ֶאת־יְִרְמיָהּו ִמן־

ַהַּמְהָּפכֶת וַּיֹאֶמר ֵאלָיו יְִרְמיָהּו לֹא ַפְׁשחּור ָקָרא יְהוָה ְׁשֶמךָ ּכִי ִאם־ָמגֹור ִמָּסבִיב׃ ּכִי כֹה ָאַמר ה' ִהנְנִי נֶֹתנְךָ לְָמגֹור לְךָ ּולְכָל־
ֹיְבֵיֶהם וְעֵינֶיךָ רֹאֹות וְֶאת־ּכָל־יְהּוָדה ֶאֵּתן ּבְיַד ֶמלֶךְ־ּבָבֶל וְִהגְלָם ּבָבֶלָה וְִהּכָם ּבֶָחֶרב׃ וְנַָתִּתי ֶאת־ּכָל־ אֲֹהבֶיךָ וְנְָפלּו ּבְֶחֶרב א

ֹיְבֵיֶהם ּובְזָזּום ּולְָקחּום וֱֶהבִיאּום  חֶֹסן ָהעִיר ַהּזֹאת וְֶאת־ּכָל־יְגִיָעּה וְֶאת־ּכָל־יְָקָרּה וְֵאת ּכָל־אֹוצְרֹות ַמלְכֵי יְהּוָדה ֶאֵּתן ּבְיַד א
ּבָבֶלָה׃ וְַאָּתה ַפְׁשחּור וְכֹל יְֹׁשבֵי בֵיֶתךָ ֵּתלְכּו ּבֶַּׁשבִי ּובָבֶל ָּתבֹוא וְָׁשם ָּתמּות וְָׁשם ִּתָּקבֵר ַאָּתה וְכָל־אֲֹהבֶיךָ ֲאֶׁשר־נִּבֵאָת 

לֶָהם ּבַָּׁשֶקר׃  

(ירמיהו כ, 1-6).

Pashhur son of Immer, the priest who was chief officer of the House of the LORD, heard Jeremiah 
prophesy these things. Pashhur thereupon had Jeremiah flogged and put in the cell at the Upper 
Benjamin Gate in the House of the LORD. The next day, Pashhur released Jeremiah from the cell. But 
Jeremiah said to him, “The LORD has named you not Pashhur, but Magor-missabib. For thus said the 
LORD: I am going to deliver you and all your friends over to terror: they will fall by the sword of their 
enemies while you look on. I will deliver all Judah into the hands of the king of Babylon; he will exile 
them to Babylon or put them to the sword. And I will deliver all the wealth, all the riches, and all the 
prized possessions of this city, and I will also deliver all the treasures of the kings of Judah into the 
hands of their enemies: they shall seize them as plunder and carry them off to Babylon. As for you, 
Pashhur, and all who live in your house, you shall go into captivity. You shall come to Babylon; there 
you shall die and there you shall be buried, and so shall all your friends to whom you prophesied 
falsely.” 



ִּפִּתיַתנִי ה׳ וֶָאָּפת, ֲחזְַקַּתנִי וַּתּוכָל; ָהיִיִתי לְִׂשחֹוק ּכָל-ַהּיֹום, ּכֻּלֹה לֵֹעג לִי: ּכִי-ִמֵּדי ֲאַדּבֵר ֶאזְעָק, ָחָמס וָׁשֹד ֶאְקָרא:  ּכִי-ָהיָה 
ְדבַר-ה׳ לִי לְֶחְרָּפה ּולְֶקלֶס, ּכָל-ַהּיֹום: וְָאַמְרִּתי לֹא-ֶאזְּכְֶרּנּו, וְלֹא-ֲאַדּבֵר עֹוד ּבְִׁשמֹו, וְָהיָה בְלִּבִי ּכְֵאׁש ּבֶֹעֶרת, ָעצֻר ּבְַעצְמָֹתי; 

וְנִלְֵאיִתי ּכַלְכֵל, וְלֹא אּוכָל: ּכִי ָׁשַמְעִּתי ִּדּבַת ַרּבִים, ָמגֹור ִמָּסבִיב, ַהּגִידּו וְנַּגִיֶדּנּו, ּכֹל ֱאנֹוׁש ְׁשלִֹמי ׁשְֹמֵרי צַלְעִי; אּולַי יְֻפֶּתה 
וְנּוכְלָה לֹו, וְנְִקָחה נְִקָמֵתנּו ִמֶּמּנּו: וַה׳ אֹוִתי ּכְגִּבֹור ָעִריץ, ַעל-ּכֵן רְֹדַפי יִּכְָׁשלּו וְלֹא יֻכָלּו; ּבֹׁשּו ְמאֹד ּכִי-לֹא ִהְׂשּכִילּו, ּכְלִַּמת 

עֹולָם לֹא ִתָּׁשכֵַח: וַה׳ צְבָאֹות ּבֵֹחן צִַּדיק, רֶֹאה כְלָיֹות וָלֵב; ֶאְרֶאה נְִקָמְתךָ ֵמֶהם, ּכִי ֵאלֶיךָ ּגִּלִיִתי ֶאת-ִריבִי: ִׁשירּו, לַה׳--ַהלְלּו, 
ֶאת-ה׳:  ּכִי ִהּצִיל ֶאת-נֶֶפׁש ֶאבְיֹון, ִמּיַד ְמֵרעִים: ָארּור ַהּיֹום, ֲאֶׁשר יֻּלְַדִּתי ּבֹו:  יֹום ֲאֶׁשר-יְלַָדְתנִי ִאִּמי, ַאל-יְִהי בָרּוךְ: ָארּור 
ָ, ּבֵן זָכָר--ַׂשֵּמַח, ִׂשְּמָחהּו: וְָהיָה ָהִאיׁש ַההּוא, ּכֶָעִרים ֲאֶׁשר-ָהַפךְ ה׳ וְלֹא נִָחם;  ָהִאיׁש, ֲאֶׁשר ּבִַּׂשר ֶאת-ָאבִי לֵאמֹר, יֻּלַד-לְך
וְָׁשַמע זְעָָקה ּבַּבֶֹקר, ּוְתרּוָעה ּבְֵעת צֳָהָריִם: ֲאֶׁשר לֹא-מֹוְתַתנִי, ֵמָרֶחם; וְַּתִהי-לִי ִאִּמי ִקבְִרי, וְַרְחָמה ֲהַרת עֹולָם: לָָּמה ּזֶה 

ֵמֶרֶחם יָצָאִתי, לְִראֹות ָעָמל וְיָגֹון; וַּיִכְלּו ּבְבֶֹׁשת, יָָמי.  

(ירמיהו כ, 7-16).

You enticed me, O LORD, and I was enticed; You overpowered me and You prevailed. I have become 
a constant laughingstock, Everyone jeers at me. For every time I speak, I must cry out, Must shout, 
“Lawlessness and rapine!” For the word of the LORD causes me Constant disgrace and contempt. I 
thought, “I will not mention Him, No more will I speak in His name”— But ]His word[ was like a raging 
fire in my heart, Shut up in my bones; I could not hold it in, I was helpless.  I heard the whispers 
of the crowd— Terror all around: “Inform! Let us inform against him!” All my ]supposed[ friends Are 
waiting for me to stumble: “Perhaps he can be entrapped, And we can prevail against him And take 
our vengeance on him.” But the LORD is with me like a mighty warrior; Therefore my persecutors shall 
stumble; They shall not prevail and shall not succeed. They shall be utterly shamed With a humiliation 
for all time, Which shall not be forgotten.  O LORD of Hosts, You who test the righteous, Who examine 
the heart and the mind, Let me see Your retribution upon them, For I lay my case before You. Sing 
unto the LORD, Praise the LORD, For He has rescued the needy From the hands of evildoers! Accursed 
be the day That I was born! Let not the day be blessed When my mother bore me! Accursed be the 
man Who brought my father the news And said, “A boy Is born to you,” And gave him such joy! Let 
that man become like the cities Which the LORD overthrew without relenting! Let him hear shrieks 
in the morning And battle shouts at noontide— Because he did not kill me before birth So that my 
mother might be my grave, And her womb big ]with me[ for all time. Why did I ever issue from the 
womb, To see misery and woe, To spend all my days in shame!



	  ← 

ּכְַמְרֵאה ַהֶּקֶׁשת ֲאֶׁשר יְִהיֶה בֶעָנָן ּבְיֹום ַהּגֶֶׁשם ּכֵן ַמְרֵאה ַהּנֹגַּה ָסבִיב הּוא ַמְרֵאה ְּדמּות ּכְבֹוד-ה׳ וֶָאְרֶאה 
וֶָאּפֹל ַעל-ָּפנַי וֶָאְׁשַמע קֹול ְמַדּבֵר: וַּיֹאֶמר ֵאלָי  ּבֶן-ָאָדם ֲעמֹד ַעל-ַרגְלֶיךָ וֲַאַדּבֵר אָֹתךְ: וַָּתבֹא בִי רּוַח ּכֲַאֶׁשר 
ִּדּבֶר ֵאלַי וַַּתֲעִמֵדנִי ַעל-ַרגְלָי וֶָאְׁשַמע ֵאת ִמַּדּבֵר ֵאלָי: וַּיֹאֶמר ֵאלַי ּבֶן-ָאָדם ׁשֹולֵַח ֲאנִי אֹוְתךָ ֶאל-ּבְנֵי יְִׂשָרֵאל 

ֶאל-ּגֹויִם ַהּמֹוְרִדים ֲאֶׁשר ָמְרדּו-בִי  ֵהָּמה וֲַאבֹוָתם ָּפְׁשעּו בִי ַעד-ֶעצֶם ַהּיֹום ַהּזֶה: וְַהּבָנִים ְקֵׁשי ָפנִים וְִחזְֵקי-
לֵב ֲאנִי ׁשֹולֵַח אֹוְתךָ ֲאלֵיֶהם וְָאַמְרָּת ֲאלֵיֶהם ּכֹה ָאַמר ֲאדֹנָי ה׳: וְֵהָּמה ִאם-יְִׁשְמעּו וְִאם-יְֶחָּדלּו ּכִי ּבֵית ְמִרי 

ֵהָּמה וְיְָדעּו ּכִי נָבִיא ָהיָה בְתֹוכָם: וְַאָּתה בֶן-ָאָדם ַאל-ִּתיָרא ֵמֶהם ּוִמִּדבְֵריֶהם ַאל-ִּתיָרא ּכִי ָסָרבִים וְַסּלֹונִים 
אֹוָתךְ וְֶאל-עְַקַרּבִים ַאָּתה יֹוֵׁשב  ִמִּדבְֵריֶהם ַאל-ִּתיָרא ּוִמְּפנֵיֶהם ַאל-ֵּתָחת ּכִי ּבֵית ְמִרי ֵהָּמה.

(יחזקאל א28 - ב6)

Like the appearance of the bow which shines in the clouds on a day of rain, such was the 
appearance of the surrounding radiance. That was the appearance of the semblance of 
the Presence of the LORD. When I beheld it, I flung myself down on my face. And I heard 
the voice of someone speaking. And He said to me, “O mortal, stand up on your feet that 
I may speak to you.” As He spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set me upon my 
feet; and I heard what was being spoken to me. He said to me, “O mortal, I am sending 
you to the people of Israel, that nation of rebels, who have rebelled against Me.—They 
as well as their fathers have defied Me to this very day; for the sons are brazen of face 
and stubborn of heart. I send you to them, and you shall say to them: ‘Thus said the Lord 
GOD’— whether they listen or not, for they are a rebellious breed—that they may know 
that there was a prophet among them. “And you, mortal, do not fear them and do not fear 
their words, though thistles and thorns press against you, and you sit upon scorpions. 
Do not be afraid of their words and do not be dismayed by them, though they are a 
rebellious breed; 

וְרּוַח נְָׂשַאְתנִי וִַּתָּקֵחנִי וֵָאלֵךְ ַמר ּבֲַחַמת רּוִחי וְיַד ה' ָעלַי ָחזָָקה׃ 

(יחזקאל ג, 14)

A spirit seized me and carried me away. I went in bitterness, in the fury of my spirit, while 
the hand of the LORD was strong upon me.



	  ← 

וַיְִהי ּכְִהּנָבְִאי ּוְפלְַטיָהּו בֶן־ּבְנָיָה ֵמת וֶָאּפֹל ַעל־ָּפנַי וֶָאזְעַק קֹול־ּגָדֹול וָאַֹמר ֲאָהּה ֲאדֹנָי ה' ּכָלָה ַאָּתה עֶֹׂשה ֵאת 
ְׁשֵאִרית יְִׂשָרֵאל׃ 

(יחזקאל יא, 13)

Now, as I prophesied, Pelatiah son of Benaiah dropped dead. I threw myself upon my face 
and cried out aloud, “Ah, Lord GOD! You are wiping out the remnant of Israel!”

The texts above draw a surprising picture, one that does not necessarily present the 
prophets as passive and lacking their own voices. Their strong personalities and their 
faith in God and His words are evident in the text—but their position, placed between God 
and the people, necessarily means that their world is a lonely one. The prophet’s home, 
then, is as mediator. Moffs puts it succinctly: “Israeli prophecy is the conversational bridge 
that facilitates the intimate encounter between the divine personality and the human 
personality." 

We close with the Midrash’s words about Moses, which describe the place of all of the 
prophets:

		  ← 

באותה שעה אמר רבונו של עולם עד עכשיו בקשתי חיים, ועכשיו הרי נפשי נתונה לך, וכיון שהשלים 
נפשו למיתה, פתח הקב"ה ואמר מי יקום לי עם מרעים (תהלים צד טז), ומי יעמוד להם לישראל בשעת 

כעסי, ומי יעמוד במלחמתו של בניי, ומי יעוד ויבקש עליהם רחמים, בשעה שחוטאין לפני" 

(תנחומא בובר, ואתחנן ו)

Then when he had resigned his soul to death, the Holy One opened by saying (in Ps. 
94:16): WHO WILL STAND FOR ME AGAINST EVILDOERS? Who will stand for Israel in the 
time of my wrath? Who will stand in the battle of my children? And who will stand and 
seek mercy for them, when they sin before me?

For those interested in learning more on this topic, I recommend a supplemental study of 
Elijah (1 Kings 18–19) as well as the books of Jonah and Habbakkuk. 


